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Monica wants the moon to play with, so her Papa sets out to get it. It isn't easy to climb to the moon,

but he finally succeeds -- only to find the moon is too big to carry home. Children will love the joyful

way in which this problem is solved.  Now available as a Classic Board Book edition, this delightful

story literally unfolds as pages open dramatically, extending both outward and upward.
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You hear about this sometimes. An artist becomes so famous and influential that they're eventually

able to go back to some of their earlier works and (to their mind) improve them. Steven Spielberg

did it with "E.T." Singer/songwriters are constantly reinventing their old classics. Eric Carle did it with

"Papa, Please Get the Moon For Me". And though I usually object heartily to artistic preferences

changing old classics that technically belong to the masses (ya hear that Speilberg???), in Carle's

case I'm willing to make an exception. Changing a mildly interesting story into a complicated (but

hearty) pseudo pop-up book, Carle has recreated his art the only way an artist should: he has made

it better.Following in the tradition of such children-asking-their-parents-for-the-moon classics as

"Many Moons" (highly recommended!), in this simple story a girl asks her father to please get her



that large circular piece of rock in the sky. The father complies, hauling out the longest ladder

anyone has ever seen and taking it to the tallest mountain in the world. Initially depressed by the

fact that the moon is (surprise!) too large to bring to his daughter, the father is eventually comforted

by the moon itself. It tells the man that if he just waits for it to wax and wane, it'll become a

manageable size in no time. This turns out to be the case and the little girl is delighted when the

father hands her the sliver that is the moon to play with.The book flap says that by reading this

book, children will come to realize that, "even a seemingly unreachable goal can actually be

attained". I dunno about that. If that's the moral of this story, then I want no part of it.
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